
   

   
 

 

Interdisciplinary lecture series 

Equity Gaps in Education 
 

The public interdisciplinary lecture series, "Equity Gaps in Education," is organized by researchers 

from the National Taiwan Normal University and the Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-

Nuremberg.  

National Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan: 
Sen-Pen Eu, PhD; Ching-Chi Kuo, PhD,  
Hsiao-ping Yu, PhD 

Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg, 
Germany: Michaela Gläser-Zikuda, PhD; Bettina Harder, 
PhD, Albert Ziegler, PhD 

 

The symposium addresses group disparities that violate our notions of educational equity. The 

speakers in the lecture series are distinguished international experts from various disciplines. They 

represent a wide range of perspectives and theoretical concepts concerning equity gaps in education. 

The symposium will start on September 22 at 10:30 CET (Central European Time) and 16:30 (Taipei 

Standard Time) with the two lectures: 

I Prof. Margaret Sutherland & Dr. Ines Alves, United Kingdom (10:30 CET / 16:30 TST): 

Teacher education for inclusion: Building bridges to bridge the gaps  

II Prof. Hsiao-Lan Sharon Chen, Taiwan: (11:30 CET/17:30 TST):  

Constructing Learning Support for Disadvantaged Students and Low Achievers:  

Remedial Education Policy and Practice in Taiwan  

 

Participation will be free. Please use the following zoom link:  

https://fau.zoom.us/j/63675246110?pwd=bTNBKzdDMkgyTnRjYmhxeTJXQk1qdz09 

Meeting-ID: 6367524 6110 

Password: 905919 

 

The lecture series, "Equity Gaps in Education” will continue with two more lectures on October 6 at 

the same time: 

III Agnès van Zanten, France: Competition, sponsorship and inequalities in contemporary  

              educational systems: An analysis of the French case 

IV  PD. Dr. Rolf Strietholt, Germany: What is inequality? Empirical and conceptual differences  

              between measures of achievement inequality 

 

https://fau.zoom.us/j/63675246110?pwd=bTNBKzdDMkgyTnRjYmhxeTJXQk1qdz09


   

   
Prof. Margaret Sutherland & Dr. Ines Alves: 

Teacher education for inclusion: Building bridges to bridge the gaps  
Inclusion and equity in education are international priorities as proposed in the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goal 4. These goals remain challenges in most countries around the world, 

with certain groups of learners being particularly disadvantaged. While student diversity may be 

presented as an asset in policy, research shows that it remains a challenge in practice in many 

schools. In Scotland, ‘The Scottish Attainment Challenge’ was launched in February 2015 to tackle the 

poverty-related gap. In a recent publication, Scottish headteachers reported that the ability to 

implement approaches relevant to school (58 %), teaching and staff resources (52%), higher quality 

learning and teaching (45%), use of evidence/data (40%) and engagement with families (30%) 

supported progress towards closing the poverty-related gap. Developing more inclusive and 

equitable education systems requires supporting teachers to identify barriers to the access, 

participation, and success of all learners in education, and to develop partnerships to remove 

identified barriers. Teacher education for inclusion (both initial teacher education and continuous 

professional development) though partnerships with universities helps improving pedagogy as well 

as using research, collecting and analysing data to measure the impact of initiatives and 

interventions. This is a way to build bridges between research, policy, and practice, which, in turn, 

can help bridge equity gaps in education. 

 

Margaret Sutherland, PhD, is Professor, Director of Partnerships, 

Communication and External Engagement, Director of the Scottish Network 

for Able Pupils and senior lecturer in inclusive education at the University of 

Glasgow, Scotland, UK. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.    She is 

serves on the Executive Committee of the World Council for Gifted and 

Talented Children and the ECHA Accreditation Committee for the European 

Talent Support Network. She has 40 years teaching experience in 

mainstream primary schools, behaviour support and latterly in higher 

education and so her work is primarily concerned with learning, teaching 

and pedagogy. Margaret is on the editorial board of key national and 

international journals. She regularly gives keynote addresses at conferences 

and has led courses, workshops and seminars across the UK and has been invited to work with staff 

and students in Africa, Europe, Australasia, China and North America. 

 

Ines Alves is a Lecturer in Inclusive Education and the Programme 

Leader for the MEd in Inclusive Education at The University of Glasgow. 

She holds a PhD in Education from The University of Manchester, UK; a 

MA in Special Education (Inclusion and Disability Studies), Institute of 

Education, London; and a MA in Language, Ethnicity and Education from 

King’s College London. Ines is a co-convenor for the European 

Educational Research Association Network on Inclusive Education. She 

has been involved in a number of European projects such as Walk the Global Walk, EDiTE (European 

Doctorate in Teacher Education), and MURINET (Multidisciplinary Research Network on Health and 

Disability), and has worked as a consultant collaborating with schools in disadvantaged areas within a 

Portuguese Ministry of Education area-based intervention (TEIP). Ines Alves’ research interests are in 

the fields of inclusive education, equity and social justice, Human Rights and disability, and Autism. 

She is also interested in exploring conceptualisations of diversity and difference within educational 

settings, and in comparative research in education.  

https://www.gla.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/inclusiveeducationresearchpolicypracticemed/
https://walktheglobalwalk.eu/en/
http://www.edite.eu/
https://www.icf-research-branch.org/other-research-programs-and-projects/multidiscipinary-research-network-on-health-and-disability-in-europe
https://www.dge.mec.pt/teip


   

   
 

Prof. Hsiao-Lan Sharon Chen: 
Constructing Learning Support for Disadvantaged Students and Low Achievers: Remedial 

Education Policy and Practice in Taiwan 
To ensure there is no child left behind and to pursuit the goal of quality educational for all, it is the 

imperative responsibility of the government to set educational policies to provide more substantial 

assistance and better learning opportunity for the disadvantaged students and low achievers. In this 

talk, Prof. Chen will address the problems, needs, and strategies applied in Taiwan for the 

improvement of remedial education for bridging the learning gap. Firstly, the issues of learning crisis, 

the needs for establishing a systemic approach, and the educational circumstances in Taiwan will be 

discussed. Then, based on various studies and involvements in remedial education projects, Prof. 

Chen will introduce implications from a bottom-up initiative project for remediate education 

(Education Opportunity and Quality Enhancement for Disadvantaged Students), and will discuss the 

related operational strategies being conducted through the top-down government policies and 

school implementations for the enhancement of providing learning support to meet the students’ 

learning needs. Finally, being aware of the importance of constructing systemic learning support for 

the disadvantaged students and low achievers, Prof. Chen suggests establishing mutual partnership 

between universities, schools, governments, and private sectors to construct a collaborative 

educational network for the improvement of education for the disadvantaged students and low 

achievers. 

Hsiao-Lan Sharon Chen received her Ph.D. from the Ohio State University and is now Professor of 

Education at the National Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan, where she was the 

former Director of the Center for Educational Research and Evaluation (2008-

2011), and the Chair of the Department of Education (2013-2016). She also 

served as the Convener of the Discipline of Education for the Department of 

Humanity and Social Science at the Ministry of Science and Technology (2015-

2017). 

Prof. Chen actively participates in various academic activities and gets research 

funding from the Ministry of Science and Technology every year. In recent years 

she has participated in many policy related projects funded by the Ministry of 

Education in Taiwan. Prof. Chen has studied, taught, and written widely in three principal areas: 

curriculum & instruction, qualitative research methodology, and teacher professional development. 

In 2018, she received the “National Teacher of the Year” Award. 


